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SUBJECT: NEW AGRICULTURE MINISTER OISHI AND FISHERY AFFAIRS 

REF: TOKYO 13929 

PARA 3 REFTEL PROVIDES GENERAL BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION ON 
JAPAN S NEW MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE BUICHI OISHI. ALTHOUGH 
OISHI, AS NOTED REFTEL, IS CONSIDERED TO BE MORE OF AN 
AGRICULTURAL THAN A FISHERIES EXPERT, HE REPRESENTS A CON- 
STITUENCY IN NORTHERN MIYAGI PREFECTURE (2ND DISTRICT) 

WITH FAIRLY HEAVY INTERESTS IN NORTHEASTERN PACIFIC 
FISHING. OISHI'S DISTRICT INCLUDES THE PORTS OF ISHINOMAKI 
AND KESENUMA AND SEVERAL SMALLER PORTS. EMBASSY RECORDS 
INDICATE THAT 18 MEDIUM TRAWLERS (E. BERING SEA), THREE 
LONGLINERS (FISHING BLACK COD OFF WASHINGTON AND OREGON), 

ONE SEASNAIL BOAT (E. BERING SEA), 35 SALMON CATCHER BOATS 
ATTACHED TO MOTHERSHIP FLEETS (FISHING WEST OF 175 DEGREES 
W. LONGITUDE), AND SEVERAL CATCHER BOATS BELONGING TO 
GROUNDFISH MOTHERSHIP FLEETS OPERATING IN THE EASTERN BERING SEA 
ARE HOME-PORTED IN OISHI'S DISTRICT. IT IS THUS OF 
PARTICULAR INTEREST THAT FISHERY ISSUES WERE NOT RPT 
NOT MENTIONED IN OISHI’S FIRST PRESS CONFERENCE AS 
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE. 
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